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◊ Academic consultants on security policy
issues for political and military decision-
makers.
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WHERE WE ARE.

The world is facing fundamental change. 
Hence, the security policy framework is also 
changing rapidly while creating new strategic 
challenges for both the German Federal 
government and its Federal Armed Forces.

In order to provide answers to these 
challenges based on sound, scientific 
research coupled with military expertise, 
the Bundeswehr Command and Staff 
College and the Helmut Schmidt University/
University of the Federal Armed Forces 
Hamburg jointly founded the German 
Institute for Defence and Strategic Studies 
(GIDS) in 2018.

The GIDS analyses strategic questions from 
a security and defence policy angle, thus 
providing the setting to advise decision 
makers in both Federal Armed Forces and 
Federal Government.
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Combining military expertise with academic 
excellence, the GIDS provides a complementary 
research within the think tank community. In 
this context, the GIDS relies on the profound 
expertise within the staffs, faculties and students 
of both the Command and Staff College and the 
University of the Armed Forces, which forms the 
basis for interdisciplinary research and a unique 
range of methods, resulting in advice and 
recommendations for specific requirements.

In addition, the GIDS is part of a continuously 
growing network of international military experts.

Finally, the GIDS aims to make available its papers 
and theses created at the Command and Staff 
College and the University of the Federal Armed 
Forces to interested readers in the public and 
scientific community. 

The GIDS' research work focuses on:

◊ The #GIDSfacts aim to sum up current topics
and provide factual information to support
public debate.

◊ The #GIDSstatement series offers compact
and concise information on current security
policy topics.

◊ The #GIDSresearch papers comprise short
studies on the GIDS' research fields.

◊ #GIDS Analysis is a series of surveys and
research papers on military and strategic
topics.

◊ The #GIDSessay series presents the experts'
pointed view and analysis on current
security policy and strategic topics.

◊ #GIDSrecom (only for internal use) provides
non-public information on behalf of the
Federal Ministry of Defence or Supervisory
Authorities in its area of operations.

◊ #GIDSrecom papers focus on specific issues
and aim to provide advice and recommen-
dations to decision makers in both the Federal
Government and the Federal Armed Forces.

◊ Economy and Ecology of Violence
◊ Dynamics of War and Conflicts
◊ Strategic Culture
◊ Military Strategy in the 21st Century
◊ Strategic Alliances
◊ Lessons learned from Russia's war

against Ukraine
◊ Comprehensive Defence
◊ Maritime Strategy and Security
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